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‘COMMUNITY SPREAD’ IS HERE 


The scene Saturday on Ocean Drive in South Beach. Authorities announced Saturday that portions of the actual beach would be closing at 5 p.m. 
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daily to prevent excessive congregating of spring break revelers. Story, 15A 


Hospitals: We’re 


ready for onslaught 


m South Florida hospital systems 


including Jackson, Baptist, Memorial and 


others are preparing for a potential surge 


of patients infected by the novel 


coronavirus and suffering from COVID-19. 
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AND MAUREEN WHITEFIELD 
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As the sun rose over downtown’s Mia- 
mi’s health district one morning last week, 


Spiraling caseload 
puts Spain on 


More Inside 


Cruise had 3 patients; 
1 died in Cayman, 2A 


DeSantis: Some cases 
aren't linked to travel 


m Florida recorded another in-state death from the coronavirus as 
Gov. Ron DeSantis acknowledged that the illness is jumping from 
person to person in what is known as “community spread.” 


lockdown, 12A 


the city’s hospitals were visibly bracing for 45, 
the potential impact of an emerging and 


highly contagious pathogen. 
At the Miami Veterans Affairs 


Section of South Beach 
is shut down, 15A 


Healthcare System, employees showing up 


for their 7:30 a.m. shifts were funneled 
through a single entrance to be screened 
for signs of respiratory symptoms. They 
had been notified one day earlier of the 


protective measures. 


Down the street, the University of 
Miami Health System, or UHealth, had set 


SEE HOSPITALS, 2A 


Voting sites prepare 
for Tuesday primary, 


PAMM, Frost museums 
are closed, 17A 


Parents scramble for 
childcare options, 17A 


Mar-a-Lago deals with 
potential cluster, 1C 


As the number of confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 jumped 
Saturday — and a new death 
was tallied — Florida’s governor 
acknowledged what has been 
increasingly clear after schools 
shuttered, sporting events 
stopped and shoppers began 
raiding supermarkets for suppli- 


es. 


got it. 
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The coronavirus is jumping 
from person to person — and 
many have no idea how they 
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urday finally acknowledged that 
Florida is experiencing “commu- 
nity spread” of the coronavirus — 
the transmitting of the virus 
among those who aren’t sure how 
or where they got infected. 

The overall damage as of 7 
p.m. Saturday was that 70 Florida 
residents and seven non-Florida 
residents had been diagnosed 
with COVID-19, the illness 
caused by the coronavirus. South 
Florida emerged as the state’s 
epicenter of infections, including 
six new cases in Miami-Dade 
County and nine new cases in 
Broward — the bulk of them with 
no stated connection to travel 


Gov. Ron DeSantis on Sat- 
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PIVOTAL SUMMER 
FOR MIAMI HEAT 


With the Heat facing key 
roster decisions this 
summer, the future in 
Miami of Goran Dragic 
and Jae Crowder hangs in 
the balance. 21A 


SEE VIRUS, 8A 


TROPICAL SUNDAY 


AN EXPLOSION 
IN BLACK ART 


Works by black artists are 
fetching impressive prices 
nowadays, and the 
offerings available in local 
museums and galleries 
reflect the growing 
interest in them. 1M 


Mar-a-Lago member helped 
set up Trump-Brazil summit 


mA member of President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago 
club delivered a letter requesting a summit with 
Brazil’s Jair Bolsonaro. The meeting ended up 
inadvertently exposing Trump and others to the 


coronavirus. 
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A hastily announced 
international summit that 
brought Brazilian leader 
Jair Bolsonaro — and 
multiple cases of the 
coronavirus — to Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago resort last 
Saturday was set in mo- 


tion thanks to a letter 
written by a Brazilian 
financier and hand-deliv- 
ered to the president by a 
longtime Mar-a-Lago 
member and Trump busi- 
ness associate, according 
to sources familiar with 
the meeting. 

“President Bolsonaro 
has a deep appreciation 
for the United States and 
its democratic values, and 
personally holds you and 
the First Family in great 


esteem,” Mario Garnero, 
an 82-year old Brazilian 
entrepreneur, wrote in an 
undated letter addressed 
to Trump. “It is therefore 
a most opportune time to 
respectfully request on 
behalf of President Bolso- 
naro an informal visit with 
you at your ‘Southern 
White House’ in Mar-A- 
Lago. ” 

Thanks to a mutual 
friend, Garnero was able 
to pass the letter on to 
Richard Bernstein, a Mar- 
a-Lago member who runs 
a West Palm Beach insur- 
ance agency, Richard S. 


SEE MAR-A-LAGO, 8A 


With coronavirus spreading, 
so is working from home 


m Businesses across South Florida are sending 
employees home to work to curb coronavirus spread. 
Some are already working remotely, while others test 
virtual work programs or conduct events online. 
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For years, futurists have 
been predicting that wide- 
spread web access, easily 
portable computing power 
and virtual meeting apps 
would free most American 
workers from the office. It 
hasn’t happened. 

Now the new coronavi- 
rus may be ushering in that 
future, even if just tempo- 
rarily. 

Across South Florida, as 


the severity and inevi- 
tability of a COVID-19 
epidemic becomes clearer 
by the day, businesses 
large and small are up- 
dating emergency plans, 
adopting virtual communi- 
cation and work platforms 
on the fly, and testing out 
work-from-home strate- 
gies for their employees. 
Health experts say keep- 
ing people apart, including 
by sending them home to 
work, will be key to 
slowing an epidemic and 


blunting its impact. Even if 
it’s not necessarily good 
for business in the short 
term. 

Already, amid cancella- 
tion of at least some travel, 
face-to-face meetings and 
business events, some 
offices are asking or 
strongly encouraging em- 
ployees to work from home 
— a trend that experts say 
may well accelerate as the 
number of confirmed cases 
across Florida and the 
region rises rapidly. 

But that flexibility does 
not extend to hourly em- 
ployees in service jobs. 
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